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confluence right up to the Chinese frontier. At the
same time both contracting powers agreed to abstain
from further encroachments on the kingdom of Siam,
which, however, is thus practically reduced to the
Meinam basin and the northern section of the Malay
Peninsula, with a superficial area of about 200,000
square miles and a population of at most 5,000,000.

Siam proper consists mainly of the low-lying alluvial
basin of the Meinam and its numerous tributaries,
branches, and backwaters, which form an extensive
and intricate delta, like that of Cambodia, continually
advancing seawards. The northern background occupied
by the Lao or Shan States is a more or less hilly
country, which by the 1896 treaty has ceased to form
an integral part of the kingdom. Both sides of the
Meinam basin are skirted by densely-wooded terrace-
like ranges, forming the water-partings towards the
Salwin and Mekhong, but whose structure, form, and
general elevation were little known before the careful
official surveys of Mr. McCarthy, and the expeditions of
Carl Bock, Lord Lamington, Prince Henry of Orleans,
and a few other travellers. Even still much of the
interior remains an almost unexplored wilderness, mostly
covered with dense tropical forests, and thinly inhabited
partly by semi-civilised Lao peoples, partly by semi-
independent wild tribes.

It results from Mr. McCarthy's Government surveys
that Siam, within its rectified frontiers, is a far less
mountainous region than had hitherto been supposed.
The greater part, not only of the Meinam, but also of the
Mekhong basin within the Siamese borders, is described
as "mostly'flat, diversified by isolated hills and broken
jagged ridges of limestone mountains." The former is an
extensive alluvial plain representing the waste of the
northern and western mountains, washed down by the-